the Bohemian case has received considerably less attention.
Rather than the seventeenth-century discourse of chosenness, Czech historians have focused much more on earlier Hussite nationalism and Messianism. 5 Rudolf Urbánek saw the beginning of Czech Messianism in the times of Charles IV when in the mid-fourteenth century the Bohemian kingdom was called regnum christianissimum, and surveyed the expressions of Czech Messianism in the period of the Hussite reform movement and the following wars. Urbánek explored the Messianistic mood in the second half of the fi ft eenth century both among the Utraquists and Catholic intellectuals. He noted especially an Utraquist manifesto from 1469 where, in the context of the war with Matthias Corvinus, Bohemians were once again presented as a people chosen by God. According to Urbánek, the Utraquist Messianistic tradition gradually weakened and lost its vitality with the growing infl uence of the European Reformation. Th e idea of chosenness remained to play a role only within the small church of the Unity of Brethren. 6 František Šmahel criticized Urbánek for his straightforward simplistic identifi cation of the idea of the chosenness of the Czechs with the construction of a Messianistic mission and even expressed skepticism regarding the interpretation of the Hussite Messianism
